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Abstract

This study aims to: 1) analyze the trade situation between Lao PDR and
the countries in the Mekong Subregion (GMS) and 2) evaluate the comparative
advantage in trade using Vollrath's Relative Trade Advantage (RTA) index
during the period 2020-2024. Using annual geographic data collected from Lao
Trade Portal and ITC Trade Map at Level 2 product level and analyzed with
descriptive statistics combined with RTA calculation for the main product
categories with the highest total trade value of the top 5 of each trading partner.

The analysis results indicate that: the total trade value of Lao PDR with
the sub-region below the Mekong River in the period 2020-2024 has a
continuous increasing trend and there is a high concentration in the 3 main
trading partners: Thailand, China and Vietnam. The export structure still focuses
on resource-based goods and primary goods, while the import of industrial
goods or capital goods also indicates that: Overall, Lao PDR is in a surplus
state, but the growth rate of the overall trade balance has a declining trend. The
RTA found that Lao PDR has advantages in energy products, agricultural
products and some groups of minerals, but has disadvantages in some types of
products that reflect limitations in standards, transformation and competitiveness.
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fingefesey Balassa (1965) way Vollrath (1991) fiazyda
Ongelnoautddsumagnave sﬂn‘ioﬁzzumnmz@'m [{§aF
ta9da9nauen Entvivzannd Snaunaudanisy Yafines
021U tUUg e

13U Yzmnniayeae Gunudzduaidingeinoiy
tusutneUsUNSU S39: gUU Q10 Jeoiutdusulu Suda
Wi, N (GOFutGYIee) waz din—gnsit criuusu
Wdvdufiorty wax gUsneuAUIN. Fwisudt IUU 210
Daowtiugutuduenedgnu ey Sondunsdria uezus
finayere Snuingensitududicdsu aay Fuda
anKeriwdsin S9BunwSaws Widiuor: aowwtd
Jsuloedsunsunagdauniusiaznsigdzinn Jangsus
tHenufy mrensmncsidutneiy tnuaociuniugs
sondueiSuiiu eruziriayiae BEngougindalududa
wUsu war gngmeriadl. 2huduil ssndeifufinasd
n01UtdUSUIneYSuNJUL9 Y Balassa (1965) fiazyda
CUUEEUNIUEIRznagdzinn Ing=isulagsignauwzdn
Rz Aefunucdsuzsjuriazdznn.

5. U

HUNIWSOILILWWNIVET (A8 NIUScaIead1uta
UsulnedsunsunagtaunIual aeman) asma1) YU 210
Audzmnntussywiniug vatizes 1UI0FYU LA
nwgRzns) U 210 Fudiunwznnlussyuintugu
wUrrzeg W0 2020-2024 Snuszmerwdodagdicion,
ritagdignagniugads Snaunzanfiog e W 3 gediniSu:
ty, U [ €T IF MOIOUIL, Weruzh nYeae
u5uwa SEngouiidafin cHsdaravuamiuctiazgeifuda:
Yo Snanaudaca (3u: uuL1 cay Bweas J8am

nudulnasugalgy, TungngNugIl dannndniunay

€199 (3u: U [, W war mogouw dndSnmnauEuln
fic. dounaudgeen NinwEulngasdedes, wrinzgands
sondinzanfiod W 3 nxyandin (Bu: t, UV €z I
mo3au. tajdydudagisengoumeic byl uadudai
8988 uzuno «x Suddudy Ynewrdg (wWiady
4n) NoUSNMIROUYIFN, S9I33UcLUEUE 9nKImeri,
nednit war asmin. §13unauidanulngaghcis sy
nyofiy, wrinzgnddigoutnguliunzanfogdiu 2
QegIndin BU: Y war 9U v, FoU 99 MOOUIL, U
U1 g2y riyeae SEngouiiciige, tagdagacSadiqcdgua
Sueiiiu § Suaiongimenia (dutouime, s9333UCLY
Wrl9911, Nednia way KsnIo. ﬁﬁugtumtué'l lneRoL UY
210 glugrnivzRiugy, cidanoiutiuwoug) was 80
ulnesggunivailneszde Juing39gndg Tuaciaz=d, ce
WRIRzUAIICCiRUznNge (iuda: YU 210 (uQu 89
MOV YIWRYN, S99 LY U FU wz riyiae,
wri2anQuiiutn 1y USULI; FounIuSawaoIutadsu
Tnedsunsungtaunauemuds: tdsu sU AU Tusuon
Sudacsne), wanriow, g1gwinr car cdjdudy, w
t20U50% suonduda et way ncde, ARutn duda:
UU 210 tdusutumuondudatlia, Dud, 859, mejung
w2z diogfiSndoumegnns, writreysulusuonduganac
(GORVGYIety); F13u 99 Mmoo Huda JUU 219 &
Usuiiy 5 §udaditauadng cBu: diegfy, gagwial, tanau
, wdn 1Ry asin; TUNLlRuUIULY JUd7 UY 290 XA
Jsuiig 5 owondudatitauadnga (u: Wi, wimsuy/Sy
gow, thin—iinsa, a9y, th1—tue tay Siduriwire Hu
99 YU 10 tGUSUTY 3 swonduea : wida, nwwdu,
@in—cdingia; wricgudsutumondudude ity wax o)
An-goudznou.
6.  ddusorwutincies
WwongwIItuUILRUPUAvaI1SnzuIgIn &
Uefwdust 2uuiigelnfStudnaorudganuiigriaod
cUud BE8nnsqnaBuutmeniivwangoutn wax dtdcSe
delmenWifuwangdoulnwaingovsls, navlinauazdo
Wsunwlnoly Sz da01udud fasdutingeunriugg

gngo.
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