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Abstract

This paper examines the significant growth and change
experienced by Kaysone Phomvihan City in the Lao PDR from 2005
to 2020. The city's strategic location at the intersection of the East-
West Economic Corridor (EWEC), the Savannakhet-Seno Special
Economic Zone, and the national highway Route 13 positions it for
substantial economic development. Furthermore, the presence of the
Savan Seno Special Economic Zone and the Mekong River Bridge
strengthens this potential. The research investigates the interplay
between these factors and the resulting growth in population,
economy, and physical infrastructure within the city.

The analysis reveals a substantial population increase of
36.88% (from 112,915 in 2005 to 178,893 in 2020). Economic growth
is also evident, with GDP per capita rising 75.34% (from $608 in 2005
to $2,466 in 2020). The built-up area of the city has expanded by
50.06% (from 432 hectares in 2005 to 865 hectares in 2020). These
findings highlight the rapid transformation of Kaysone Phomvihan
during the study period.

The paper goes beyond simply documenting growth; it delves
into the driving forces behind this urban transformation. The research
identifies key factors such as strategic location, infrastructure
development, and economic zone establishment as crucial elements
propelling the city's growth. Understanding these drivers is essential
for informing sustainable planning, control, and future development
strategies for Kaysone Phomvihan City.

Keyworlds: Kaysone Phomvihan City, Lao PDR, Urban Growth,

Economic Development, Infrastructure development,
Special Economic Zones
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